Lansing librar

LT

told

a1 =

yes

f;a

il 9lo7

&

ERICA THUM / Journ

al Staff

Election Inspectors Betty Cook, left, and Nancy Milligan help sign in Jaquie Kayden and her daughter Ellie Kayden, 18 months, as a line
of people waits to vote on forming a tax district for the Lansing Community Library Center on Tuesday at the Lansing Middle School.

Voters turn out to approve tax district, 686-621

By Tim Ashmore
tashmore@ithacajournal.com
Journal Staff

LANSING— Lansingresidents voted toturn
the Lansing Community Library Center into a
member of the Finger Lakes Library System
Tuesday, voting 686-621 to create a special tax
district and approving a $105,000 budget.

The same vote failed in May when resi-
dents voted down the library tax district by
32 votes. The turnout was close to the same
with about 200 fewer voters turning out this
time around.

The “yes” vote on the tax district will in-
crease taxes15 cents per $1,000 of assessed val-
ue, which is two cents less than the proposal
that failed in May. Lansing fundraising com-
mittee co-chairwoman Donna Scott said the
library tax will make up half a percent of all lo-
cal taxes paid by Lansing property owners.

The $105,000 budget is a $3,000 decrease
from the amount budgeted in May and re-

quires a referendum if library officials want
to increase the budget.

“It'sreally, really exciting,” Scott said. “We're
just thrilled with the outcome. We needed
every bit of work we did to win this vote. I
want all the people who were worried about
taxes who may have voted against this be-
cause of that, that we are going to do every-
thing we can to keep the budget the same year
after year. We're going to work hard to be
conservative about that because we have oth-
er funding sources for the library.”

The money raised by the tax district will
fund a full-time position at the library and
more library materials. The vote will also al-
low the library to borrow books from any li-
brary in the Finger Lakes Library System.

The vote to approve municipal funding for
the library will allow the Lansing library to
utilize a possible $20,000 grant from the Triad
Foundation that will pay for the library to dig-
itize its collection, train staff and maintain the
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Barth Mapes was one of many
people to vote on a proposal to
form a tax district for the Lansing
Community Library Center.
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i erated a dental practice in

Tompkins County.

“We provide quality dental
care to an under-served popu-
lation; 40-50 million people do
not have a regular pattern of
dental care,” said Mark Frank,
Aspen’s manager of marketing
communications.

" Frank said Dr. Vikramjit
AnandofTthaca,ownsthelthaca
practice as well as an Aspen
DentalofficeinBigFlats. Anand
will serveaslead dentistinIthaca.
He holds his doctorate in den-
tal science from the New York
University Collegeof Dentistry.

e mem A litin A b Hling

4. brlliant SIAUs 1S UP N gooa view,
he southeast below Orion.

P,
127 am
<y weather u_p_datgs, visit:

cajournal.com

UARKES

NCE, DANCE REVOLUTICN AND
‘AR HERO, game night open to
12-17: 6-8 p.m. Tompkins County
¢ Library, 101 E. Green St,, fthaca.

K

CONTINUED FROM 1B

. system for a year. Scott said if .
the vote failed the grant would

not be used.

“This is great,” Scott said, “It
means we canmove forwardand
talk to the Triad Foundation
about thegranttogetour library
computerized.”

Library officials repeatedly
stated the library would close
for good if the vote had failed.

Resident Bill Miller said he

thinks the ibrary does an excel-
lentjob providing materials, par-
ticularly to kids, and he thinks
it’s very important to do that.

) “Lansing supports seniorcit-.
izens, it supports athletics,but -

there’s agroup that misses out,”
he said. “With my assessment, I
may pay more than a lot of peo-
ple, but it's worth it to me.”}

Liz Nasbinder voted no on

the library vote, saying she

thought adding the Lansing
Community Library Center was’
duplicating services since the

public has access to the coun-
ty library and Lansing schools’
libraries in the summer.

John Hummel said he’s“gen-
erally in favor of libraries as a
resource,” whichiswhyhevot-
ed yes. When asked if he was
a library user he said he’s used
the Lansing library on a hand-
ful of occasions but will prob-
ably begin to use it more if it
becomes permanent.

Marty Jones voted no simply
because taxes are already too
high he said.



