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Will Library Vote Pass?
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Click For Candidate Statements

(http://www.lansingstar.com/content/view/3126/67/storyextras/LCLCCandidates.pdf) It
looked like a good crowd at _Lansing Community Library Center_
(http://www.lansinglibrary.org/) 's (LCLC) 'Meet the Candidates' night last week

until you counted the number of people not affiliated with the library. With

only about a dozen of those, many of them supporters, you had to wonder

whether LCLC officials were preaching to the choir. Despite efforts to make

their case to the public, it was not clear that they are reaching those who could

make a difference when the library comes up for a vote next Tuesday. If the

vote fails library officials say that LCLC will close its doors when it runs

out of money, they estimate within six months.

The question LCLC will put before the taxpayers next Tuesday Is whether they
are willing to pony up 15 cents per $1,000 of assessed property per year to
raise $105,310 to hire a professional librarian, pay operating costs, and

grow the collection. For most residents that cost is about the cost of a new
hardcover book. But naysayers charge that the 15 cents is the beginning of a
slippery slope that will lead to spiraling library taxes in the future.

Candidates lined up to answer questions

Library officials say this is not the case. Library Board Chairwoman

Marlaine Darfler says that the only way the tax can be raised is by a new vote, and
she outlined plans to maintain and even increase the level of service on a

fixed income for at least the next five years. She said that the tax money

would be broken into thirds for the librarian's salary, operating costs, and

books. But she noted that the third allocated to books could be reallocated
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for salary ralses or unexpected fue! costs because the llbrary can get grants

- to buy books. Volunteers have been successful at getting grants so far,
recently receiving a $20,000 grant for library management software and hardware,
and a smaller one for a video security system.

Deb Harper hosted the evening

Donna Scott presented facts about the vote

A chartered library is independent of other municlpal taxing authorities.

But because {t must share the physical boundaries of a school district or a
town, many voters were confused about what they were voting for. LCLC chose to
become a School District Chartered Library, and the confuston with the

school district, itself steeped in financial and other woes, may have contributed
to the failed vote. Library officials say that after the vote last May many

who voted against the library did so because they thought they were voting
for another school ibrary. It has been a challenge for LCLC to explain that

the only connections to the school district are the physical boundaries of

the district and the requirement for any vote establishing or changling a tax
tevy go through the school board.

Opponents to the library claim that a promise was made when the library was
formed that it would always be supported by private donations. But Darfler

says the goal was always to become chartered. "We wanted to become a
chartered fibrary," Darfler explained. "But New York State was not giving charters
at that time."

Darfler alsc says that because of demand from the communlty it is no longer
possible to run the library without a professional librarian and public

funding. "It just grew out of control," she says., *1,500 books are circulated
each month. People wanted this, they wanted that. We kept going until ail of
a sudden we weren't a reading room. We went back to New York State and the
law "had changed. It reopened the way we wanted to look at it seven years
ago.

Officlals are quick to point out that ECLC has been run in the black since

its inceptlon, with two capital Improvement campaigns that raised a guarter of

a milllon dollars to provide a space that meets the community's needs with

no mortgage or other debt. The tax money would only be used for ongeing
operating expenses, and officlals say that belng a chartered library will not only
make LCEC eliglble For grant money It cannot get now, but it will also bring
mor}ley back to Lansing that taxpayers are paying anyway to the County and New
York State.

Fundralsing co-chalr Donna Scott noted that because the Tomkins County

Public Library will begin charging ks reading rooms for services on a per-use

basls stating In January, LCLC would have been faced with a money crisis anyway.
"We would have been in the same place no matter what, this year, because

TCPL cut us off.” Darfler agreed.

in addition to voting on whether to accept the tax, a board of directors

will have to be established. Ten candldates are running for nine available

seats. Each was Introduced, and written statements were handed out (_click here_
(http://www.lansingstar.com/content/view/3126/67/storyextras/L.CL.CCandidates. pd
F) to read these brief campalgn statements). Many questions were asked
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and answered, though those present seemed more interested in the tax vote than
in the candidates.

What it will come down to is whether or not the community thinks having a

public library is worth it. Currently LCLC has 2,500 patrons, more than 23% of
Lansing's population. The collection stands at about 14,000 books, with

1,500 items being checked out in a month. Kids and adult programs abound, the
meeting rooms are used by several not for profit groups within Lansing and

the Town itself. If the people who take advantage of these services all come

to vote the initiative will surely pass. The challenge for LCLC will be to

get them out to vote.
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